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St. LUKE XXV. 25. 
Then be ſaid unto them, O Fools and ſlow of 


' heart to believe all that the Prophets have 
9 pon. Fes e 
HES E Words make a part of our Lord's 
| Converſation with two of his Diſtiples, in 
F- their paſſage to Emmans, on the Day he roſe 
from the Dead; and do, contain a reproof of 
thoſe Doubts, and that perplexity of Mind, which his 
Sufferings and Death had created, and the Evidences 
already given of his being riſen again, had not as yet 
removed. That Incredulity is here upbraided, as an 
Effect of Foly, and Slowneſs of Heart. Whereby can- 
not aig re intended any ſuch Weakneſs, or natu- 
ral Want of Capacity, as ſhould diſable the Diſciples, 
from apprehending the true force of Arguments, pro- 
er to prove his Reſutrection. For this would have 
een matter, not of Rebuke, but Pity ; and muſt have 
rendred all thoſe Reaſonings fruitleſs and abſurd, which 
we find, in the following part of this Diſcourſe, em- 
loyed for their conviction. It muſt therefore certain- 
y mean ſuch Inconſideration, as did not duly attend 
to the Teſtimonies of them who had ſeen him; and 
particularly to thoſe Predictions of the Prophets, which 
alone might have ſufficed to let them ſee the Certainty, 
the Neceſſity indeed, of our Saviour's Reſurrection. 
For thus much the Verſes next following manifeſtly 
import: Ougbt not Cbriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and 
to enter into bus Glory? And, beginning at Moſes and all the 
Prophets, be expounded unto them, in all the Scriptures, the 
things concerning himſelf, (V. 26, 8 
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The Occaſion of my. Text being thus explained, I 


deſign to make this Twofold Uſe of it. 


: N - 


lief of theſe Dilciples may moſt probably be imputed. 
And from thence, © © © * 92242. 

II. Secandiy, 1 ſhall proceed to ſhew, what Obſtru- 
ions and Indiſpoſitions of Mind it muſt be Our cats 
to keep clear of; in order to believe, and practiſe thoſe 
things, which the Goſpel requires from us. 

1. I begin with ſome Cauſes, to which the Fol of 
theſe Diſciples, and their Slowneſs to believe the Predi- 
FONG TERRI to this matter, may moſt probably? 
imputed. bad bo be d! bd eh RS 

Now Firſt, One of theſe Cauſes ſeems to be inti- 
mated, in that very ſiguificant Expreſſion, All that 
the r ſpoken. My meaning is, that, al- 
though the Diſciples wete not unacquainted with the 
Prophetick Fitings, yet they did not attend to every 
part of thoſe equaily.: Nor did they fo conſidet and 
compare them with cach other; as ro diſcern their 
mutual Dependence, ang the exact Harmony of the 
whole 1 ot Man's Redemption taken together. 

The Predi&ions concerning the Aab were of very 
different Sorts. Some had a more immediate retard 
to his humble and affficted, Others, to his trium- 
phant and glorified, State. And Thele, to Perſons, 
not nice in OMfervarion? might, nay in fa& they did 
appear to claſh and contract each other. That all the 

riumphs and magnificent Characters of a mighty 
Deliverer, and Univerſal King, ſhould belong to One; 
who expired under ſo painful and ignominious 2 
Death; That He ſhould be able to ſave ſo many 0 
thers, who when tauntingly called upon to come down 


from the Croſs, did not; and therefore it was ſu < 
poſed. could not, ſave himſelf ; We muſt allow to be 
wide Extremes ; ac firſt view hard to be reconciled, as 
Properties belonging to the ſame Perſon. And yet this 
difficulty vaniſhes, when we recollect, hat the Capum 


I. Firf, I ſhall enquire, to what Cauſes the Uube- | 
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6. perJe! | 
| Hebi2: Io. and that God hath per) highly exalted the Lord 


could have found no due Accompliſhment,, And up- 


be, He, who ſhould redeem Iſracl. 


moſt impatient of a ſoreign Yoke,would naturally give 


ed rheir delires of Liberty, aud of Conqueſt over the 
Enemies, who then held. them in Subjection. And 


| (9). | 
of aur Salvation was to be wade erfet} through Sufferings, 


Feſws,; becauſe be humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
Death, yea, even unto the Death of the Croſs. Phil. 2. 5, 9, 
10. The being diſpiſed and rejected of men, a man of Sorrows, 
ani acquainted with Grief, Eſai. 53. 3, does then approve 
it ſelf, as eſſemial a part of the Meſiab's Character; 
as the having a Name above every Be and every knee 
in Haven and Earth bowing to it. Each of theſe in truth 
had its proper Period. For Submiſſion was ordained 
his way to Sovereignty; and the Conflict of enduring, 
to precede the Glories of his Conqueſt and Dominion. 
This is a method ſo plainly chalked out, in the Old 
Teſtament; that, had not theſe Diſciples dwelt (as is 
very-.natural, ). chiefly on the bright and moſt accept- 
able part of the Images, by which Chriſt is there re- 
prefenced ; the very Argument they mention, as moſt 
diſcouraging ,. had: proved an Antidote to their De- 
{pair For, take the Tenure of all the Predictions 
fairly; and the Reaſoning will-procced juſt the contrary 
Way. The Chief Prieſts and Rulers, it is true, had deliver- 
ed Feſas to be condemned to death, and had crucified bim; 
(V. 20, 21.) but, had they not done fo, the Prophecies 


on theſe Terms only, might a ratiooal Comparer of 
them truſt, that it was, nay infer, that it mult needs 


2. A Second Cauſe of Disbelief in theſe Diſciples 
was, probably, a Miſconſtruction of thoſe very Pro- 
phecres, to which they did atrend. And to This two 
things'feem to have contributed. The One, the Tem- 
per and Condition of the Jews at that very juncture of 
time: A People always proud, and of all others the 


in coithar! Senſe of their own Scriptures; which flatter- 
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as we are able to conceiye of matters out of ſight, and 


SE. -  / 
hence Foy prejudicx fo common, that the Apoſtles | 
themſelves were plainly infected with ic) many Paſſages | 


— 
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ſeem to have been interpreted of Preſent or Temporal, 
which were principally, if not wholly, meant of Spi- 


- ritual, or long diſtant, Victories and Deliverances. 


The Other ching, by which this Prejudice was fa- 
vourcd, is the Manner; wherein ſuch Prophecies are ex- 
preſꝰd. Whatever is Spiritual, or belongs to a future 


State, cannot be otherwiſe repreſented to our Under- 


ſtandings, than by being beholden to Images and Fi- 
gures, bortowed from things, which we comprehend, 
and familiarly conyerſe with. This is a Refuge, to 
which the very Nature of thoſe Subjects drives us; 
And therefore the Goſpel, with all its Simplicity and 
Plainneſs of Speech, ſubmits vety frequently to the 
Neceſſity of ſuch Metaphors. But they were much 
more natural to the Style and Genius of the Prophets; 
"They lived, and wrote, under a Diſpenſation full of 
Type and Shadow; and therefore they wrote agree- 
ably tothe Temper of their own Law, when the Veil of 
the Letter had ſome Myſtical, and more noble, mean- 
ing couched under it. And this is the Caſe of ma- 
ny Scriptures, where the Conqueſts of Chriſt over his 
own and his People's Enemies, the Enlargement of his 
Dominion, and the perperual Stability of his King- 
dom, are deſcribed.· wage e 

Ic. is confeſod; In' the Predictions relating to our 
Lord's Sufferings and Death, we inſiſt upon a plain and 
literal Conſtruction, And we have reaſon : becaufe 
theſe ate Events, which affected his Humane Nature 
only, and are therefore proportioned to a Humane 
Comprehenfion, But the Glories of his Exaltation, 


and Divine Nature, are neither preſent, nor level to 


our Minds; And therefore we mnt not underſtand the 
Reſemblances deſcribing thoſe, ſtrictly as they lie be- 
fore us; but as expreſſions modelled, and ordered ſo, 
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ſo far above us. The want of this Diſtinction ſeems 
to have faſtned down the thoughts of theſe Apoſt les, 
to an entirely Temporal Conqueſt and Kingdom. 
And they were therefore ſlow in believing Jeſus ro be 
the Meſſer, | becauſe his Perſecution, and Reproach, 
and iguominĩous Death, were manifeſtly inconſiſtent 
with the notions they then had, of all tbat the Prophets 
ball ſpoken,” upon this Occaſion. 
3. Another Obſtruction to theſe Diſciples, might be 
an Apprebenſion of the Impoſſibility of our Lord's ri- 
ing 1 mas Some Notions of the Soul's Immortality, 
d a future Srate, ſeem ro have lain at the bottom even 
of Natural Religion. Some perſuaſion of a' general 
Reſurrection, at the laſt Day, the better and founder 
part of the Jews entertain'd. Both theſe Doctrines how- 
ever were dark and confuſed, till _—_— to light by 
Feſws and his Goſpel. ' But, that a Man ſhould die, and 
return from the Grave in three Days, and live upon this 
Earth again in the ſame Body, was ſomewhat ſo aſto- 
niſhing and new; that we find it foretold, as the laſt 
and moſt irrefragable Evidence of our Lord's Meſſiah- 
ſhip. Such, as when ſo foretold, the Diſciples are con- 
ſtantly obſerved not to have underſtood. And, though 
the Prophets of old had declared, that thus ir ſhould 
be; yet no expectation of it now remained. Nor were 
they careful to apply thoſe Predictions, to a Perſon, in 
appearance forſaken of God, and given up entirely to 
the Will of his Murderers. Thus, by oppoling their 
fond Reaſonings, to the Truth and Promiſes of Al- 
mighty God, they made his Power and Revelation 
ſtoop and bend, to their own mean apprehenſions of 
things: and were fooliſhly flow, in believing that to 
be done ; of which they vainly thought, that it could 
not, or were not able to give themſelves any account, 
how it ſhould, be done. 
4. The Forth and Laſt Cauſe, I ſhall mention, of 
this Folly, and Slowagk of 1 8 might poſſibly have 
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deep and very tender | Ic 
under for the Death and ſuppoſed, lots of their belov 
Maſter and Friend, Every one, who hath taken ay 
ins at all to obſer ve and know himſelf, muſt needs 
ave found, how ver en he arge and judges, 
when under any violent Perturbation, of Mind, from 
what he is wont to do, when free, and calm, and cool, 
The Underſtanding, at thoſe unhappy. e 
nothing in its true colours and proportions, Every 
Object is changed and tinctured by the falſe Medium, 
through which it paſſes; and all degrees of Probability 


are maguifled or leſſened according, to the preſent 


Complexion of the Man; and the Paſſion, which; fits 
ſupreme in his Soul. a” rot I 0 Ut 
This is the Caſe of Every vehement Impreſſion. But 
Grief and Melancholy in particular, do, by a natural 
Effect, ſink and damp the Spirits ; fix upon the dark 
and diſmal ſide of the matter, and keep, ps obſtinately 


* 


1 
blind and deaf to all appearances, of Happineſs and 
Comfort. Now ſuch was the Condition o thefs Bic 
ciples ; The Affection they bore to their Deareſt Lord, 
would not ſuffer them before, to credit the Warnings 
he gave of his approaching Death. And now the vehe- 
mence of their Surprize, and Sorrow for that Death; 


rendred them every whit as incapable. of believing his 


Reſurrection, 5 8 eee 

it. Thus much with regard to the Caſe of the Diſci- 
ples themſelves. I now proceed to my Second General 
Head :- The Profit we ſhould make of this Example, 
by taking occaſion from hence to obſerve, what are the 
Obſtructions and like Indiſpoſitions of Mind, which 
we muſt keep clear of; in order to helieve and practiſe 
a5 we ought, thoſe things, which the Goſpel requires 
{rom us. 0 


2 Fofthen, Let tle Deſett of theſe Dilciples in not 
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he teach us, of how great ad vantage it will be, to ſtand e- | 
= quall and ſincetely diſpoſed to every Branch of a 
£4 Chriſtian's Duty. When Religion is conſidered, with no 
4 ocher view, but that of knowing and ſubmitting to All, 

that comes back d with rational and ſufficient Evidence; 
es, it can ſcaree happen, that a Man ſnould long continue, 
m under any dangerous Error in Judgment or groſs En- 
2}, ormity in Practice. But if we bring Partiality and 
des Prejudice, and corrupt Intereſts along with us; ſcarce 
ty auy Command is ſo plain, but it may be overlooked or 
m, \eyaded ; Scarce any Opinion fo extravagant, but it 
ty may be entertained and eſpouſed; Scarce any Wicked- 
nt neß ſo flagrant, but it is capable of being indulged and 
15s abetted. Daily Experience thews, how very diſcerning 
d nd ſevere we are, in thoſe faulrs of Others, to which 
ut our Temper and Circumſtances give us no Inclinat ion. 
al But, are we not at the ſame time as ſtupid, and poſitive- 
tk ly blind to ſome favourite Vices of our own, againſt 
ly | which the Scriptures are as expreſs, and the Threat- 
nd | ningy.of God in no degree leſs devere ? The Covetous 
i. | Per{on is abundantly convinced of the heinouſncſsof 
d, Luxury and Prodigality ; and the Intemperate and 
gs | Profuſc as clearly ſee the Sin and Deformity of Sordid- 
e neſs and Avarice. But Charge each of theſe with his 
a; | own proper crime; And the One Covers himſelf under 
Iis ſpecious Pretences, of Hoſpitality aod Decent Living, 
-- | Generous contempt of the World, and Taking no thought 
i> | fortbe Morrow : While the other as readily. quotes you 
al Texts, for Sobriety, Frugality, and provident Care of 
e, Families. And yet, whether theſe Men will ſuffer 
1 | themſelves to be made ſenſible of it, or no; Both of 
h | cheare manifeſtly under the ſame Condemnation. 
ſe | For St. Paul in one breath peremptorily declares, that 
es neither Covetous, nor Extortioners , nor Ristons, nor 
| Driinkards, nor the Effeminate and. Unclean, | (hall inherit 
Xt | the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of God. 1 Cor. vi, 9, 10. 
„ | Eph. v. 5. 
A The 
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The Caſe is ſo very much alike in moſt other In: 
ſtances; that, generally ſpeaking, the plaineſt Proof 
oes for nothing with Men poſſeis d againſt it; and the 
flichteſt Shadow of a Reaſon hath all the force of De- 
monſtration, in Matters that Men are deſirous ſhould 
be true. In good earneſt, and to ſpeak freely: Can it be 
reaſonably thought a bteach of Charity, to ſay that E- 
ducation, and Humour, and Convenience, and Fondneſs 
for a Party, and Reſpect of Perſons, make up the Re- 
ligion of too too many; and theſe are Cheats, wrought 
up to ſuch a Nicety; as not only to paſs very oftert 
upon the World, but ſometimes to impoſe upon the 
Man's own ſelf. Infomuch that, were every one, without 
reſerve or diſguiſe to lay open the true Principles of his 
Conduct; Not as he makes profeſſion of them ts the 
World, but as he argues and determines upon them in 
his own Cloſet ; God! how many wild and dif- 
ferent Syſtems ſhould we diſcover ? And how far diſtant 
would moſt of them appear, from Thar; which yer All, 
who retain but the Form of Godlineſs, agree in appeal- 
ing to, as their common Rule and Meaſure, the Goſ- 
pel of the Lord jeſus? The Power at leaſt of Religion 
is perfectly overthrown by ſuch a partial Obedience. 
For, while we confine our Application to ſuch Inſtances, 
as are beſt accommodated to our Inclinations or Af - 
fairs; we do not ſubmit to the Authority of God, hut 
make a new Law to our ſelves, A Law, which cannot 
profit them that are under it: For as, in my Text, that 
Folly and Slowneſs of Heart could not eſcape reproof, 
which narrowed the Diſciples Faith, by not taking in 
All that the Prophets had ſpoken , So, neither in the 
Practical part of our Duty, will any Reſerves or Di- 
ſtinctions for convenience be allowed; but upon that 
Condition only does Chriſt eſteem us his Friends, if we: 
be careful to de whatſoever be commands us. Jobs xv. 
„ | et) ) dt 
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1n-| 2. But theſe! Diſciples. were: defective, Secondly, in 


Miſinterpreting thoſe very Prophecies, to which they 
did attend. And this is a good warning againſt miſap- 


plying the Rule of our Actions. Corrupt Intereſts and 


Carual Affections will diſpoſe us, not only to overlook 
and neglect, but, which is full as bad, to bend, and wreſt, 
and rack the Holy Scriptures; till we make them ſeem 


at leaſt to ſpeak a Senſe, that is for our purpoſe. We 


then ſee more or leſs in every Text, as it * or diſ- 


countenances, the Prejudices we have entet᷑tain'd; The 
'| Advantages we are in purſuit of, The Paſſions we are 
| govern'd by, Or the Party we have given our ſelves up 
it to. Now it ſhould always be remembred, that the 


Word of God is that unalterable Standard, by which 


all our Concerns muſt be weighed and tryed. By this 


we are to live here; and by This we are to ſtand or fall 
hereafter. And then thoſe things will be ſure to riſe in 


judgment againſt us; which we ſaw, but would not ſee. 
Then thoſe falſe gloſſes will be detected and expoſed, 


which artful Hypocrites donow, with wicked Induſtry; 
obtrude upon the _—_— as Oracles of God ; when 
his Word fpoke no ſuch thing. It behoves us all there- 
foreto deal Sincerely, and not to tamper with our Con- 
ſciences, in a caſe of ſuch mighty moment; where all 
Fraud will not fail one day to be diſcovered, to the De- 
ceiver's utter Confuſion and eyerlaſting Ruin. For 
God is eſpecially concerned to vindicate the honour of 
his Laws, from ſuch outragious Abuſes, as inſult him 

above even the moſt open and impious Profanations. 
Even the moſt profligate Life, Ifay, betrays not a more 
provoking Contempt of Religion; than that vile 
Cunning, which perverts the Scripture , by ma- 
king it an Engine of Villany, and Vice, and Faction. 
And it were much fairer and honeſter, in the Ene- 
mies of Virtue, quite to renounce this Holy Book ; 
than only to make it the tool of their own Pu, 
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| Luſts; and fo carry on the Work of Hell, by a pre- nc 
ll, tended Authority from Heaven. M13 gn, ny; 
\ But I obſerved before, that the Error of theſe Diſ- 
| ciples was owing, not altogether to their -own' Preju- 


— —— 


| dices; but 1a part, it is probable, to the Nature and 
| Manner of the Prophetick Writings themſelyves. And 
Another uſeful Reflexion to be made from hence, is, 
That in order to a right underſtanding of Scripture, 
if N will not ſuffice; but the Honeſty of the 
Intention mu e and guided by competent 
Knowledge and Skill in the Judgment. The Proprie- 
ties of Language, The Cuſtoms of the Age and People 
; then in Being, The Genius of the Writer, The parti- 
| cular Occaſion. and main Scope of each Book, The 
Connexion of its ſeveral Parts, And the Suitableneſs of 
the Application we make, to the Author's: original 
Meaning and Deſign; All thefe are requiſite to a tho- 
rough underſtandiag of Scripßture. 1 
provided with 


But, can every vulgar Reader come 
theſe Qualifications? No. Nor is it expected he ſhould. 
Andyet heotght to read, and may read very profitably, 
notwithſtanding. For every Portion of that Bleſſe 
Book does not ſtand in need of ſo gteat Preparation. 
Some are ſo plain and caſie; that nothing, but perfect 
Stupidity, or-V Vant of Attention, or VVilfol Blind- 
neſs, can miſtake them. And it is God's great Good- 
neſs, and Man's great Happineſs, that the ane 

arts of Scripture arc the moſt eaſie to be under 

| n Theſe'therefore every Man may -exetciſe himſelf: 
| And, for the Reſt, if! they be read with due Reve- 
| rence, Humility, and Modeſty, God will enlighreb 
| Mens Minds, and enlarge their Knowledge, fo far as 
1 He ſees convenient. In Some'Things they may be aſſiſted 
| by Thoſe whom God hatli appointed to watch over 
| their Souls. The Divines of this Church, it is charita- 
b bly to be preſumed, willromember toiwhom they are 
accountable, and dare not; Or, if they durſt, they have 

| not 
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We wy the Improvement of our Charge? We, who 


are 


1 who moſt ſincerely confider, and beſt under - 
2 
Peopte were Prophets ; we think our Advice ſhould not 


the Declaration of God is a ſufficient Ground 
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poſed, to the Prophecies of Chriſt's Reſurrection, the 
preſumed Impoſſbility of the thing. Which was pur- 
ting the Matter upon a wrong Iſſue; and teaches us, 
what meaſures ſhould be taken, with regard to all the 
Myſterious points of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Not 
that, (according to tlie common but ignorant Cla- 
mour,) Reaſon is even here to be exeluded; but only 
kept to its proper buſineſs. Now This is to examige 
the Credibility of the Teſtimony. An Euqniev, which 
Rraſon is not only qualified, but bound, to make. 
But w hen the Teſtimony. is approved, nd hath 
done it's Office, and all the diſficultics, atiſing from 
the Nature of the Thing teſtified, are thenceforth to be 

laced to the Account of Faith. That God is Infinite, 

mnipotent, and True; That He is greater, That he 
can do more, than any finite Mind can conceive; And 
that he will do all, vhich he hath declared and ſoretold 
ſhall be done; Theſe are Maxims readily affented to by 
Neaſon. When therefore agcording to allthe Rules | 
of ſober Interpretation, the acknowledged Word of | 
God delivers things, 1 Us incomprehenſible , Reaſon it 
ſelf te or that we ſubmit and give Credit to them, 
In this Caſe They are Wiſe indeed, who ;ſatisfie them- 
ſelves with being Wiſe, according to That, which is written; 
But they, who preſume to iutrude into Secrets, which | 
wo May bath ſeen, or can ſee, . while they profeſs themſelues | | 
to be very wiſe, become very foolg. | 
4. Laſtly, That Grief, which bore down the Faith 
of theſe Diſciples, ſhould awaken our Cate to moderate 
and ſubdue all our Paſſions in general. Alas! how | 
| frail a Thing is Humane Nature, when we have ia the | 
Teͤxt ſo ſenſible a Proof, that even They, who of all 
7 Mortals had the greateſt Advantages, when over- 
| 1 by theſe, were no more than Common Men? 
| hen Paſſion gets head, preſence of Mind is loſt ; the 
Storm ſoon grows too loud, for Reaſon or Religion to 
1 be heard; Our Actions are irregular and violent Nr. 
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ſuch a Miſt. is caſt before our Eyes, that we can no 
longer diſcern Decency, or Duty, or Truth. Thus 
the Senſual and Voluptuous are blind to the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of Temperance, Self-denyal, and Mortifi- 
cation; So ate the Greedy and Ambitious to that of 
leaving all, and following Chriſt; The Angry and Re- 
vengeful can ſee no manner of Neceſſity for pardoning 
Injuries, and loving Enemies: Nor the Proud and Im- 
pcrious, any Beauty at all in Meekneſs, Humility, and 
mutual Condeſcenſion. And yet the vety things, 
which to ſuch Men are Fooliſhneſs, are in reality the 
trueſt and moſt perfect Wiſdom. So neceſſary is it, 
that theſe Superfluities of naugbtineſi (St James ex preſſes 
himſelf) ſhould be put away; * 1. 21. to make room 
for that Word of God, which muſt be engrafted in their 
ſtead, before it can ſave our Souls. For, till Religion 
be the Ruling Principle, we are not under. the Law of 
Liberty; but in the very worſt of all Bondage, Slaves 
toour Affections and Luſts. Let us labour therefore by 
all means to break this Chain aſunder; if it be but in 
order to qualifie us for judging and acting like Men. 
Truth asks no more at our hands, than that we will come 
to it cool and conſiderate. The more juſtly we think, 
the more of Excellence we ſhall deſcry in every Branch 
of our Duty. Which is in truth deſigned to makeus 
here in ſome degree, what we hope to be in perfection 
hereafter. - Maſters, I mean, of our ſelves, even white 
we have Paſſions upon Earth; to prepare us for that 
Heaven, where they will give us no diſturbance. But 
l unruly Paſſions ſhall be ſwallowed up in Univerſal 
Charity Endleſs and unbounded joy; the raviſhing 
Contemplation, and the moſt ardent Love, of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt; Three Perſons, and one God; 
To whom be Honour and Praiſe, Adoration, and 
Thankſgiving, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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